THE PHONEMES OF IWAIDJA 

K THE PHONEME 

Iwaidja has 20 consonants and 3 vowels. 

The consonants corsist of 5 stops, 1 fricative, 5 nasals, 4 lat- 
erals, 3 rhotics (r-sourds), and two semi -consonants. The active 
articulators are the torgue tip for the api co-alveolar and retrof lexed 
series, and the tongue l|ade for the I ami no-pa lata I series. 
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The vowels contrast as to front, central and back tongue positions. 
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1 . 1 CONSONANTS 

Stops and Fricative. 

Stops tend to vary from voiced to voiceless in all positions but 
the voiced form is more common. Aspiration can occur on the voiceless 
variants in word initial and final positions. Stops are often voiceless 
and unreleased before another stop. The fricative is usually lenis. 

The retrof lexed stop is found medially and finally. All other 
stops are found initially, medially and finally. The fricative is found 
only medial ly. 



Contrasts can be seen In the following sets of examples 
Word initial 



Word medial 



Word final 



/buf^ao/ 
/duwa/ 

/guwa/ 

/babam/ 

/galada}^/ 

/gala^af^/ 

/madan/ 

/^alagara^/ 

/mu I aga/ 

/dimudbab/ 

/manQulunbad/ 

/uba^/ 

/yifS^adbad/ 

/marfdawag/ 



»big' 

♦just' 

'paper' 

'true' 

'father's mother' 

'flower' 

'ear' 

'edible grub' 

'fish spear' 

'hermit crab' 

'place name' 

'sawdust' 

'fresh water' 

'taipan' 

'knife' 



Nasals. 

The retroflexed nasal is found medially and finally. All other 
nasals are found initially, medially and finally. 

Contrasts can be seen in the following sets of examples: 

Word initial: /magamaga/ 'father's sister' 



Word medial 



Word final 



/nag]/ 

/na/ 

/oab i / 

/gulumagan/ 

/gunag/ 

/wunaf^/ 

/guga^/ 

/guQan/ 

/w i I am/ 

/bufan/ 



'dog' 

'here, take it' 

'I ' 

'hip' 

'camp' 

'bad cold' 

'name' 

'smoke' 

'bark canoe' 

'from' 



/ma I ari / 
/yif^an/ 
/buf^ao/ 



'why?' 

'mangrove' 

'big' 



Laterals. 

The alveolar lateral and the alveolar lateral flap are found word 
initially. AM laterals are found medially, but only the alveolar lat- 
eral and the retroflexed lateral are found finally. 

Contrasts can be seen in the following sets of examples: 

Word initial: /lama/ 'shovel nose spear' 



Word medial 



Word final 



/la/ 

/galugu/ 

/gal ulgariin/ 

/galu/ 

/ga[uf^i/ 

/guf^ambalg/ 

/gu?^amba[g/ 

/aQbal/ 

/mayuba[/ 



'and' 

'coconut' 

'she recompenses' 

'no' 

' meat ' 

'house' 

'your(pl ) armpits' 

'hair' 

'yam type' 



Rhotics and Semi -Consonants. 

Only the retroflexed rhotic, /r/, occurs word Inttially, all 
rhotics occur medial ly and only the api co-alveolar rhotic occurs 
finally. The semi -consonants occur only syllable initial. 

Contrasts can be seen in the following sets of examples: 

Rhotics. 



Word initial 
Word medial : 



Word final 



/ra?^/ 

/maf^un/ 

/maru/ 

/maffuii/ 

/galgbif^/ 



'his cheek' 
'cabbage palm' 
'who?' 
'bandicoot' 
'shell ' 



Semi -Consonants. 

Word initial: /wilga/ 'tree type' 

/yNgi/ 'place name' 

Word medial: /guwa/ 'true' 

/guyag/ 'sick' 

1,2 VOWELS 

The three vowels contrast as shown in the following sets of examples; 

Word initial: /if^ali/ 'star fish' 

/af^abacji/ 'tick ki I ler' 

/uFagag/ 'place name' 

Word med i a I : /g i nd i / ^ how? ' 

/gandag i ^/ » kangaroo ' 

/gundaman/ 'fril neck lizard' 

Word final: /gani/ 'here' 

/gama/ t^jg foe' 

/gamu/ 'mother' 

The al lophones of each vowel, together with a phonetic description, 
are as fol lows: 

/•/ [':] Lengthened voiced high close front unrounded vowel. 
Occurs before lamtno-palatals. /wag id/ [wagi:d] 
'finger nai I ' 

[i] Voiced high close front unrounded vowel. Occurs in all 
other vowel positions. /^i§i/ [^igi] 'tooth' 

[e] Voiced mid close front unrounded vowel. Occurs only word 
initial and is rare, /i:/ [e] - [e:] - [e?] 'yes', 

/a/ [a'] Voiced vowel gliding from low close central to high front 
position. Occurs before lamino-palatal s. /manid/ 
[ma*r5i :d] 'sun' 

[ae] Voiced low close front unrounded vowel. Occurs following 
1 ami no-pa lata I s except utterance final, in fluctuation with 
[a], /ffaran/ [Ffaeran] -- [iiaran] 'I came' 

[a ] Voiced vowel gliding from low close central to high back 
position. Occurs preceding /w/ in fluctuation with [a]. 
/mawala/ [ma^wala] ~ [mawala] 'water lily' 



[a] Voiced low C|ose central unrounded vowel. Occurs in all 
other vowel bo«;itlons. /abanaman/ [abanaman] 
»they'l I bring it' 

/u/ [u*] Voiced vowel gliding from high back to high front posi- 
tion. Occurs preceding lamino-palatals. /gu^un/ 
[gu'dun] 'white ochre' 

[o] Voiced mid close back rounded vowel. Occurs following 
velars in fluctuation with [u]. /Qugug/ [Qogog] ~ 
[Qugug] 'owl type' 

[u] Voiced high open back rounded vowel. Occurs in all 

other vowel positions, /ulubulu/ [uiubulu] 'mother's 
brother' 



2. DISTRIBUTION 

2.1 THE SYLLABLE" 

There are five syllable types In Iwaidja which are distributed as 
fol lows: 



Word Word Word 

Initial hiedial Final 

V 
VC . 

cv cv cv 
cvc cvc cvc 
cvcc cvcc cvcc 

Except in reduplicated words, two CVCC syllables cannot occur in 
any one word. There is no restriction on CV or CVC syllables. 

Two and three syllable words are the most common. Four and five 
syllable words are quite common. The few one syllable words are all 
in common everyday use. The longest word found is eight syllables. 

V V 

/oad.ba. lag.bu. lag.ban.^i . I in/ 'we'll discuss it' 

Examples of syllable types are shown below: 

V /a. I i^/ 'spear' 

VC /al.ba/ 'play' 



CV /ba/ ' 'that' 

/na.gi/ 'dog' 

/gu.^a. I i/ 'fire' 

/ma.^a.mu. I i .f^a/ 'tree type' 

CVC /gal/ fj^^PPgjQ^g ^^gg, 

/ban.bal/ 'flat' 

/gan.bu^.bin/ 'sunset' 

/mam.bad.buQ.guQ/ 'he opened It' 

CVCC /mulg/ f^lyd^^^^^), 

/malQ.ga/ tquai I ' 

/gu'.?^am.balg/ 'house' 

/Oa.maf^g.ban/ 'I'm happy' 

2.2 THE PHONE^€ 

( t ) In the word. 

All voweFs may occur in any position in the word. 

In word initial position the following consonants do not occur: 
/d/, /§/, /n/, /I/, /[/, Ifl , m. 

(n word final position the following consonants do not occur: 
/§/, /I/, /[/, /r/, m, ImI, 1^1. 

( i i) In the syl I able. 

Excepting as stated above, all consonants may occur as the initial 
C of a CV or CVC syllable, and all except /f/, -71/, /w/, /y/ and 
/§/ as the final C of a CVC syllable. 

In the CVCC syllable, the initial C may be any consonant, but the 
fillers of the cluster are very restricted. Only /I/, /I/, /r/ and 
/IJ occur in the first position and only /g/ and /q/ in the second. 
Thus the CVCC patterns are restricted to CVIg, CVIg, CVrg, CVf^g and 
CVlQ. The patterns, CVlQ, CVrQ and CVrQ have not'yet been found. 



(ili) Across syl latle boundaries. 

The CC clusters fourd to occur across syllable boundaries are 
shown in the table beloK The CCC clusters are /Igb/, /Igb/, /rgb/, 
/rgb/ and /iQg/. 
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